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Giving Tuesday boosts nonprofits
Raising awareness of missions important
by JoHn CroPLey
Gazette Business Editor
Tuesday was a day to
spend money on something
other than possessions.
After a weeks-long onslaught of holiday shopping
promotions that climaxed
with pre-Black Friday, Black
Friday, Small Business Saturday and Cyber Monday sales,
Giving Tuesday appealed
to Americans to support
non-profit entities working
to make communities better.
No fewer than 42,283 orga-

nizations were listed on the
#GivingTuesday website as
options for people who wanted to participate.
Dozens in the Capital
Region were among them,
ranging from higher education (Union College) to
tennis (15-Love) to housing
(Habitat for Humanity) to
senior services (the Wesley
Foundation.)
Giving Tuesday is a chance
for these organizations to not
only raise funds but to raise
awareness of what they do

the other 364 days of the
year.
“We adopted Giving Tuesday a couple years ago,” said
Eugene White, marketing
manager for Albany-based
human services organization
Northern Rivers.
“It’s an opportunity to say
‘this is us; this is what we
do.’”
And that’s still a message
Norther Rivers needs to
get out, White said, despite
serving 14,000 individuals
and families -- with the help

of 1,400 employees -- in 36
counties.
He credited Director of
Development Stephanie
Douglas with the successful
monthslong preparation for
the annual day of giving.
Douglas said effective use
of social media is important
to the success of Giving
Tuesday, and enlisting the
right ambassadors for the
message is crucial.
That done, Northern Rivers can attract donations of
time and money and prompt
a large number of “shares” on
See GIvInG, page C2
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Pit bull mix Bella, 3, is pictured during a canine
behavioral class in October hosted by the Animal
Protective Foundation.

Welcoming the new year
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Parents advised
to monitor kids
at middle school
by ann FrIedman
Gazette Reporter
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Saratoga Arts Director Joel Reed and artist Sharon Bolton unveil the 2018 First Night poster during a news conference at the
Saratoga Arts Center on Broadway in Saratoga Springs Tuesday morning. The event was held to announce the lineup for the
annual New Year’s Eve celebration. See video at dailygazette.com.
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Sawyer Fredericks set for First Night
More than 79 performers to light up
30 venues during New Year’s Eve
by bILL bUeLL
Gazette Reporter
Sawyer Fredericks, winner
of 2015’s “The Voice,” will be
performing on the WEXT Stage
this New Year’s Eve, highlighting
Saratoga Springs’ First Night celebration: “Light up the Night.”
The schedule for this year’s
event has been finalized and was
announced at a Tuesday news
conference at Saratoga Arts.
According to Alix Jones, First
Night director and development
associate for Saratoga Arts,
Fredericks opted to perform on
the WEXT Stage downstairs
at Saratoga City Center, as
opposed to the facility’s larger
main stage upstairs.
“He wanted to play in a small-

er setting, and I think he wanted
to support the radio station that
helped launch his career,” Jones
said. “It was his decision, and
we’re happy to accommodate
him.”
The Shane Guerrette Band
will kick things off on the
WEXT Stage at 6 p.m., followed
by Sydney Worthley at 8 p.m.
and Fredericks at 10 p.m.
Jones expects about 15,000
people to join in the New Year’s
Eve celebration that, along with
music from more than 70 performers in 30 different venues,
will include a 5K race at 5:30
p.m. at Skidmore College and a
fireworks display in Congress
Park at midnight.
The Children’s Museum at

Saratoga will also offer family activities, including time
capsules and the lighting of
lanterns, and at the Lake Avenue
School children will be able to
enjoy the StarLab Planetarium,
feats of bubble ingenuity by
Jeff Boyer and theater from the
award-winning Broken Box
Mime Troupe. Children will
also have the opportunity for a
closeup look at reptiles, raptors
and more.
The main stage will include
performers who specialize in
“mind art acts,” such as Boston-based Scott Jameson, a
magician also known for his
juggling ability and balancing
skills. Jameson will start the
program at 6 p.m., followed by
Jon Stetson, “America’s Master
Mentalist,” at 8 p.m., and Joshua
Lozoff, “Life is Magic,” at 9 p.m.
The final two magicians will
repeat their performances later

in the evening.
If laughs are what you’re
looking for, some of the Capital
Region’s best stand-up comedians will be at the Empire State
College Rotunda. The Saratoga Storytellers will also be at
Empire State College, and other
event venues include the Saratoga Film Academy at the Visitors
Center, the New York Military
Museum and Temple Sinai.
CDTA will provide transportation in and around downtown
Saratoga Springs during the
festival, and children younger
than 12 will be admitted to every
event with no admission, if they
are accompanied by adults.
Buttons are on sale at a number
of locations, including Saratoga Arts, Price Chopper stores,
Stewart’s Shops and Adirondack
Trust Company. For more information, visit www.saratoga-arts.
org/firstnight.

The Saratoga Springs City School
District warned parents Monday
that the Saratoga County Health
Department is investigating a possible case of mumps at Maple Avenue
Middle School.
The letter advised parents to
monitor their children for symptoms, which include low-grade fever,
headache, muscle aches, stiff neck
and fatigue.
Maura Manny, director of community outreach and communications for the Saratoga Springs City
School District, said it was the first
reported mumps case in the district’s history.
Manny added that students are
required to receive measles, mumps
and rubella (MMR) vaccine.
Debra Meerdink, the district
nurse supervisor who drafted the
letter sent to parents on Monday,
said the best way to prevent mumps
is to receive two doses of the MMR
vaccine on or after a child’s first
birthday, and at least 28 days apart.
According to the New York State
Department of Health website,
one dose of the mumps vaccine is
required for students in prekindergarten and grades 10 through 12. Two
doses are required for students in
kindergarten through ninth grade.
Mumps can develop up to 25 days
after a person comes in contact with
someone who has the contagious
disease, which can be spread by
coughing, sneezing or sharing items.
Parents are asked to contact the
school and the Health Department
-- and to keep children home — if
they develop swollen or tender salivary glands under the ears on one
or both sides.
Questions or concerns should
be directed to the Saratoga County
Health Department, at 518-584-7460.
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Law enforcement: Too soon
to see ride-sharing impact
by sTeven CooK
Gazette Reporter
The fall and winter holidays have arrived, and with
them the perennial rise in
drunken driving arrests.
This year, though, those
who have had too much to
drink have the added options
of ride-sharing services -specifically Uber and Lyft
— along with the traditional
options of taking a bus or taxi
after that holiday party.
A reduction in drunk-

en driving was among the
benefits touted by supporters of the effort to expand
ride-sharing to upstate New
York, which happened in late
June.
Whether the services have
had an impact is yet to be determined, according to law
enforcement officials. Five
months of arrest data, they
said, isn’t enough to draw
conclusions, as year-to-year
comparisons don’t tell the
whole story.
“We haven’t really had

enough data to be able to
determine whether or not
this will have an effect on
DWI,” Albany County Sheriff ’s Chief Deputy Kerry
Thompson said on Tuesday.
“Our DWIs seem to be pretty
well; they’re where they were
before (ride-sharing) came
into the area, but that’s not
to say they didn’t have an effect. Maybe there would be
more if we didn’t have them
in the area.”
See rIde, page C2
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Uber driver Mike Burke of Schenectady is parked at Uber’s newest location for
pick-up and drop-off at Oklahoma Training Track at the Saratoga Race Course on
July 26.
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Continued from page C1
social media, which is just as
important.
“That’s the true power of
social media,” she said. “The
momentum lives on throughout the year -- we’re able to
make those introductions.”
Giving Tuesday has grown
rapidly since its creation in
2012, so much so that New
York state Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman issued an
advisory on how to avoid being scammed by fraudulent
organizations.
The day is timed to follow
the big shopping days so as to
serve as a kickoff to the traditional end-of-year charitable
giving period.
Most organizations seeking support point out the
year-round nature of their
needs, even as they express
gratitude for the support they
receive on Giving Tuesday.
The American Red Cross
Eastern New York Region is
on call around the clock in a
24-county zone, bringing in
donations of blood and sending out volunteers to disasters as far away as California
and as close as Albany.
Soon after dawn on Giving
Tuesday, the Red Cross was
on the scene in Amsterdam
to help 13 people who were
burned out of their home.
“Giving Tuesday is an
opportunity to get the word
out about what we do all year
long,” said spokeswoman
Kimmy Venter. “It goes from
right in our own backyard to
across the country.”
She said the Red Cross has
wondered whether it would
see any signs of compassion
fatigue this year, with so
many big disasters across the
nation attracting attention
and donations. But the opposite sometimes happens,
with more people moved to
help as the need grows, she
added. The biggest month for
donations to the Red Cross
is December, traditionally,
so the organization will soon
know which is the case this
year.
“We’re asking people

throughout the holiday season to give something that
means something,” Venter
said.
That can be money (for assistance to fire and disaster
victims and to U.S. service
personnel) or blood (for
hospitals across the region)
or time (as a volunteer).
“And there are people who
do all three, which I think is
pretty incredible,” Venter
said.
Much-smaller organizations, such as the Animal
Protective Foundation in
Glenville and the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Schenectady,
rely on Giving Tuesday for
the same things: both money
and visibility.
“We are seeing an increase
in online donations today
due to Giving Tuesday, a
definite growth from last
year,” said Colleen Keating,
of the APF.
“We have come to realize that, no matter how
much effort we put into this
campaign, the day is much
more about marketing our
organization than it is about
bringing in immediate financial support,” Boys and Girls
Club Executive Director
Shane Bargy said via email.
“Having said this, we believe
there is great value in getting
our brand out there, as it can
certainly benefit our young
people in the long run.”
Giving Tuesday is very
timely this year for the Albany Damien Center, a resource
center for those affected by
HIV/AIDS.
“It’s a unique time for us
because we just moved into a
new building,” said Jonathan
Richardson, development director.
The grand opening/open
house event is scheduled for
Friday.
The organization views
Giving Tuesday as a chance
to show community members the impact they can
have in helping people fighting the disease.
“We haven’t devoted too
much time to the effort,”
Richardson said. Nonetheless, “It’s very popular,” he
added. “We definitely see a
great response from community members.”
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Public safety head names deputy
BY ANN FRIEDMAN
Gazette Reporter
Public Safety Commissioner-Elect Peter Martin
announced the appointment
of his deputy commissioner
on Tuesday.
John S. Daley, who most
recently served as director
of the New York State Senate Committee on Consumer
Protection and part time as
a law clerk in the Saratoga
Springs Public Safety Department, will assume the
role in January.
“John has a lot of experience dealing with government entities, and the fact
that he’s already been in the

public safety department is
also a big advantage,” Martin
said. “He’s bright and a hard
worker, so it
was an easy
decision.”
Martin
added that
he anticipates worki n g w e l l Daley
alongside
Daley.
“I think we’ll work together as a team,” he said. “His
role is full time, while mine is
part time, so he’ll be the face
of the public safety department on a day-to-day basis.”
Daley, 28, has a bachelor’s
degree in finance from Siena

College, a master’s degree in
business administration from
Union College and a juris
doctorate from Albany Law
School.
“I care very deeply for
Saratoga Springs,” Daley said.
“To have the trust of Commissioner-Elect Martin, and
the city especially, means the
world to me, and I won’t let
them down.”
Daley said he’s held the
part-time law clerk position
at the city for the past four
months and interned for the
city while in law school.
“I have a great interest
in public service, and I believe public administration
is a place we can effect

real change,” he said. “It’s a
chance to work for people
who I consider friends and
neighbors and to better a city
that stands as an example not
just to the Capital Region,
but statewide, on how a city
should be.”
Daley said he’s looking
forward to working alongside Martin.
“We both share immense
enthusiasm for this job and
the work ahead,” Daley said
of Martin. “We’ll have a very
positive working relationship
and be quite the team, along
with everyone else in our
department.”
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Mayor-elect Meg Kelly selects deputy
BY ANN FRIEDMAN
Gazette Reporter
Mayor-Elect Meg Kelly announced her choice for deputy mayor on
Tuesday.
L i s a
Shields, Mayor Joanne
Yepsen’s executive assistant since Shields
2016, will
take over in January as deputy mayor, a position Kelly
holds now.
“She’s proven herself day
in and day out,” Kelly said of
Shields. “She’s worked with
all different departments in
City Hall and has been hav-

ing a lot of success, so I feel
she’s the best person to slide
right into that position.
“She’s a great asset to City
Hall and the city.”
Shields, a graduate of
South Glens Falls High
School, holds a bachelor’s
degree in computer science from SUNY Potsdam.
She started her career as an
IT professional for Hewlett-Packard in California.
Since returning to New
York in 2006, Shields has
worked in various administrative and IT support roles
for the Saratoga Springs
United Methodist Church,
Mannix Marketing in Glens
Falls and Saratoga Children’s
Theatre, which was founded

by Kelly.
Shields, 58, also worked
at the Saratoga Springs City
School District for three
years as producer of the
high school drama club. She
and her husband, Dan, live
in Saratoga Springs and have
three children.
“I’m honored and excited
to continue working with
Meg and for the city,” Shields
said. “The last year and a half
working in City Hall has
been very rewarding, and I’m
excited to continue serving
in the mayor’s office doing
even more in this role.”
Shields added that she and
Kelly work well together.
“We’re comfortable with
each other, and we know how

each other thinks,” Shields
said. “We have complementary skill sets, and I think it’s
going to be a very easy shift.”
Kelly, like Shields, anticipates an easy transition from
executive assistant to deputy
mayor.
“We’ve worked together
in the past as well as within City Hall, and I think we
complement each other exceptionally,” Kelly said of
Shields. “It will be a smooth
transition.”
Shields said she’s honored
to accept the role as deputy
mayor.
“I’m very much looking
forward to getting going,”
she said.

PUBLIC RECORD
POLICE BLOTTER
SARATOGA SPRINGS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mattan Garland, 30,
of Saratoga Springs, was
charged Nov. 14 with second-degree criminal contempt.
Clifford L. Staring, 60,
of Saratoga Springs, was
charged Nov. 15 with second-degree reckless endangerment.
Kimberly A. Chrysler, 21,
of Gansevoort, was charged
Nov. 15 with third-degree
aggravated unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle
and violations.
Michael O. Murphy,
53, of Saratoga Springs,
was charged Nov. 15 with
fourth-degree criminal mischief and second-degree unlawful imprisonment.
Michael W. Ballaris, 29,
of Portland, Oregon, was
charged Nov. 16 with driving while intoxicated and
violations.
Zachary J. Johnson, 20, of
Gansevoort, was charged
Nov. 16 with fifth-degree
criminal sale of a controlled
substance.

James S. Sluti, 33, of Saratoga Springs, was charged
Nov. 17 with second-degree
criminal contempt.
Susan E. Steenburgh,
32, of Saratoga Springs,
was charged Nov. 17 with
t h i rd - d e g re e a ssa u l t ,
fourth-degree criminal mischief and aggravated criminal contempt.

SCHENECTADY POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Curtis King, 36, Bradlet
Boulevard, was charged on
Oct. 17 with second-degree
menacing.
Shannon Fisher, 43, Pattersonville, was charged on
Oct. 17 with aggravated unlicensed operation of a vehicle
and some violations.
Radaysia Maxwell, 26,
Troy, was charged on Oct. 17
with fifth-degree criminal
possession of marijuana and
a violation.
Lawrence Waller, 28, Mill
Lane, was charged on Oct. 17
with third-degree criminal
mischief and resisting arrest.
Jennifer Jacksland, 43, Altamont Avenue, was charged
on Oct. 17 with aggravated
harassment and criminal
contempt.
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The Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant at 109 State St. in Schenectady was the scene of a robbery at around
9 a.m. Tuesday.

Schenectady KFC robbed, area searched
BY STEVEN COOK
Gazette Reporter
City police were searching
Tuesday for the person who

Ride

Continued from page C1
For Thompson, the added
option of ride-sharing is beneficial in and of itself.
“We feel that the more
options that the public has
to get a safe way home after
being out celebrating and
having too much to drink
is always good,” Thompson
said.
Variables like weather and
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robbed a Kentucky Fried
Chicken restaurant downtown, police said.
Police responded to the
KFC at 109 State St. just

before 9 a.m. for a report
from employees working
there before the restaurant’s
opening. The employees
said the robber displayed a

weapon during the incident.
It wasn’t immediately known
what was taken, city police
spokesman Sgt. Matthew
Dearing said.

special enforcement efforts
can also impact arrest numbers, officials said.
In the first two full months
that ride-sharing was available in the region — July
and August — the Saratoga
County Sheriff’s Office reported 31 drunken driving
arrests. Over the same time
period in 2016, the department reported 22. There
were 30 during the same period of 2015.
The City of Saratoga
Springs reported 53 DWI
arrests during the first two

months of Uber and Lyft
availability, compared with
50 in the same time period
of 2016.
O ve r t h e We d n e s day-to-Sunday Thanksgiving period, Saratoga Springs
reported two DWI arrests,
while the same period of 2016
saw three. There were nine
in 2014 and seven in 2015, according to police data.
“The jury is still out on
that, in the sense that we
haven’t really had a lot of
data to sift through to make
real comparisons,” Saratoga

County STOP DWI coordinator Wes Carr said Tuesday.
State police in Troop G,
which covers the greater
Capital Region, reported
27 DWI arrests over the
Thursday-to-Sunday period
this year, while there were 23
during the same period last
year, according to department spokesman Trooper
Mark Cepiel.
“I would say the Uber-Lyft thing is an option for people, but it’s too soon to tell
whether it has had an impact
one way or the other,” Cepiel
said.
Albany County is looking
to meet soon with representatives of the new ride-sharing services — and bus and
taxi companies — to discuss
ways to promote safe rides
home this Christmas and
New Year’s, said Thompson, who also works with
Albany County’s STOP DWI
program.
In the end, he said, it’s
about getting people to use
what is available.
“Hopefully, we’ll get those
options to consumers so that
they make the right choice
not to drink and drive,”
Thompson said.
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